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ID Badge Renewal
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Last year several EMS providers failed to have their ID badges renewed in the allotted time (60 days from the date of your state license expiration). These individuals had their privilege of providing patient care suspended by the GCMCA Board of Directors. The Board cannot “suspend” anyone’s license, only the state of Michigan has the right to do that. However, the Board can and does take EMS providers off the road when they fail to renew their badge. The process is simple and there are two options for doing it. They are:

OPTION 1:  Mail or Fax

· Take Online Protocol Test

                   Go to www,gcmca.org for 

                   instructions, or call 810-766-8898

· Mail or Fax request along with copy of new State License, Drivers License, CPR card ACLS card if Paramedic, and $5 fee (if your agency does not cover)

OPTION 2:  In Person at GCMCA Office

· Take Online Protocol Test –see above

· Call GCMCA offices at 

             810-766-8898 for availability

· Bring new State License, Drivers License, CPR card (American Heart Assoc. approved), and $5 fee (if your agency does not cover) 
If you want to prevent the Board from taking action on your service privilege, take care of your badge as soon as you know your license has been renewed by the state.
Diesel Fumes Getting Inside Hospital  

We continue to receive  complaints from the hospitals that ambulances that are left running outside the ED are emitting exhaust fumes that get into the ventilation systems. We understand that when it is extremely cold, they must be left running. If it is at all possible, please turn off your engine around the hospital entrances. If you must continue to run your engine, move your ambulance as far away as possible from the entrance and ventilation units.  

EMT- B Assistance with Paramedic 

In the heat of a call it is understandable that a Basic will try to do all that they can to assist a Paramedic as they provide care to their patient. It is, nonetheless important for the EMT-B to not over step the limits of their licensure. For example, it is permissible to take equipment into a patient’s home, e.g. the Regional Drug Box, but it is not permissible to open the box or take anything out of it. A Basic can apply an AED, but they cannot apply a cardiac monitor. A Basic can assist a patient in taking their own aspirin or use their own inhaler. They cannot take an aspirin or Albuterol from an A-Pack for use on a patient. The list goes on, but the point is hopefully made. 
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SPOT LIGHT ON PROVIDERS 

By Elizabeth Shaw Reprinted from Flint Jounal
When Flushing-area resident Tim Harmer opened his newspaper on New Year’s Day, the last thing he expected to see was a story about his own near-death experience.

The story detailed how four off-duty paramedics had aided a fellow passenger in medical distress on a Nov. 3 Delta/Northwest Airlines flight from Flint to Minneapolis.

The group was unable to find out who he was or whether he’d survived after the plane made an emergency landing in Green Bay and the man was taken away by ambulance before the flight continued on to Minneapolis. Their only clues were a first name and a General Motors tag on a briefcase.

What they didn’t realize was that Tim and Sharon Harmer were also trying to locate them.

“If they hadn’t been there, Tim probably wouldn’t be here today. We tried everything to find out who they were but with all the privacy laws, we just got to a dead end and couldn’t get any further,” said Sharon Harmer. 

“We wanted to be able to come full circle and thank them for what they did. This has been a pretty traumatic thing for us so it was a little hard not to be able to complete that.”

Harmer, 49, a program quality manager for GM, was traveling alone on his third flight in as many weeks to a GM plant near Kansas City. Everything was “perfectly normal” until midway through the flight.

“I was looking out the window at Lake Michigan when I started feeling a little queasy. I remember thinking at the time this was unusual. I took my jacket off and opened the little air vent but it kept getting worse,” said Harmer. “I unbuckled my seatbelt to get to the bathroom and that’s when I lost consciousness.”

Luckily for Harmer, the four paramedics were also on board. Dominic Foster, head of Emergency Medical Services for Genesys Regional Medical Center, was enroute to an EMS conference with fellow Genesys paramedic Rob Ellithorpe. Swartz Ambulance paramedics Bill and Ann Marie Samida were headed to Honolulu for their honeymoon.

“It was definitely a different way to start a honeymoon,” joked Bill Samida.

“We weren’t planning on working. It didn’t even enter my mind,” agreed Ann Marie, laughing. 

“We were both sleeping when the lady sitting next to (Harmer) screamed and a guy two rows behind us started shouting for help. 
“We didn’t have to think about it. I just turned to Bill and asked if he wanted to go get the oxygen or go get the guy.”

Harmer said he’s glad to have some of the holes filled in his spotty memory of those events.

“I have some very vague and foggy recollections of people trying to revive me but it’s all 

through a very thick fog, almost like I was seeing it in third person,” Harmer said. “I can’t recall faces, just little bits and pieces, like somebody saying this was the first time they’d landed on a plane kneeling in the aisle.”

That voice turned out to be Foster’s, who Harmer called the same morning the article appeared, after finding his name in the phone book.

“I was making breakfast and it was a strange number so I just let it go into voice mail. I was shocked when I heard the message,” said Foster. “It was pretty emotional for all of us. We don’t get enough happy endings in Flint.”

Harmer spent three days in a Green Bay hospital. His wife and oldest son flew out to bring him home by car. Doctors think it may have been a deadly mix of altitude and blood pressure medications, aggravated by a cold or flu bug.

The couple is now making plans with all four to meet in person and take them out for dinner in thanks for their actions.

“To have four paramedics on that one small plane wasn’t an accident. It was a gift,” said Sharon Harmer. “Now the amazing thing is we’re able to connect with these guys after and thank them for what they did.” 
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